
Scenario 1 - Current practice and castration

Score sheet Name of scorer: Expert 9 Comments

1st round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper 
bound

2nd round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound 

1 Provision and access to food. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
appropriate foodstuffs for health and wellbeing.

60 50 90 60 It is only the male lambs that are affected by castration and most experiencew acute pain in the first pain and continuing pain for 23-28 
days. Feeding may be affected in the first few hours/days after castration. Across both sexes and the whole lifetime, this is not a long 
period.

2 Provision and access to water. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
water for health and wellbeing.

60 50 95 60 Likely not affected, but water not easily available in this system always

3 Animals should have comfort when resting. 55 40 70 60 Lying on the scrotum may be sore. Unusual lying postures observed.
4 Animals should have thermal comfort being neither 

too hot nor too cold.
60 30 80 65 Ability to seek shade/shelter unlikely to be affected greatly - may no be a priority when in acture pain. The bounds represent what 

happens to the 'average' sheep.
5 Animals should have sufficient space to move freely. 68 60 90 75 Some sheep housed around lambing. Male lambs castrated at this time

6 Animals should be free from injuries and disorders 
(e.g. skin conditions, lameness, bone fractures etc.).

30 15 20 50 Castration is a type of injury - or causes a lesion - but only for males and for a month of their lives

7 Animals should be free from disease, including 
metabolic conditions, with high standards of health 
care and hygiene.

40 20 60 50 Castration and pain may predispose to other disease conditions

8 Animals should not suffer pain - for example as a 
result of poor management, handling, surgical or 
other procedures, slaughter etc.

20 5 30 30 Castration obviously very painful but only occurs in the males and pain may be experienced for 1 month out of a 6 month life

9 Animals should be able to express normal, non-
harmful social behaviours (such as grooming and 
social bonding).

60 50 90 65 Castration will affect ability to perform these behaviours in the period in which pain is experienced - principally in first few days

10 Animals should be able to express other normal 
behaviours (e.g. foraging, exploring).

60 50 90 65 Castration will affect ability to perform these behaviours in the period in which pain is experienced - principally in first few days

11 Animals should be handled well with positive and 
not negative animal-human relationships.

30 20 40 30 Probably a negative association between the shepherd and the lamb after castration. Most interactions negative

12 Additional aspects not already adequately covered 
above in relation to the balance between positive 
and negative affective states for animals.

60 20 90 65 Wide bounds represent disparity between males and females

Scenario 2 - Castration with pain relief
Score sheet Name of scorer: Expert 9 Comments

1st round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper 
bound

2nd round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound 

1

Provision and access to food. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
appropriate foodstuffs for health and wellbeing.

70 60 90 68 Extensively reared sheep will generally have access to good quality pasture, and on good pasture, access to a choice of pasture species. 
Even with pain relief, there may be some pain experienced around castration

2

Provision and access to water. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
water for health and wellbeing.

68 50 95 68 Most sheep will have good access to water. Even though pain relief will mitigate most pain, there may be some discomfort.

3 Animals should have comfort when resting. 62 50 90 62 Most extensive and housed sheep have soft lying areas, but it may be muddy outdoors and dirty indoors on occasion.  

4
Animals should have thermal comfort being neither 
too hot nor too cold.

65 30 80 66 The fleece of the sheep is a good insulator against cold and heat, but ability to seek shelter may be impaired if animal is not 
comfortable

5 Animals should have sufficient space to move freely. 70 30 90 75 Most extensively managed sheep have good access to areas to move freely. Any residual pain due to castration will affect ability to 
move

6

Animals should be free from injuries and disorders 
(e.g. skin conditions, lameness, bone fractures etc.).

45 30 80 52 Castration is an injury - and other injuries such as lameness are common. 

7

Animals should be free from disease, including 
metabolic conditions, with high standards of health 
care and hygiene.

58 30 70 53 A pain-minimal castration experience will reduce likelihood of other diseases. 

8

Animals should not suffer pain - for example as a 
result of poor management, handling, surgical or 
other procedures, slaughter etc.

48 30 70 35 Use of pain relief will remove most of the painful experience - but likely not all. 

9

Animals should be able to express normal, non-
harmful social behaviours (such as grooming and 
social bonding).

65 50 75 66 Use of pain relief will remove most of the painful experience - this will allow animals to perform most behaviours freely

10
Animals should be able to express other normal 
behaviours (e.g. foraging, exploring).

65 50 75 66 Use of pain relief will remove most of the painful experience - but likely not all. 

11
Animals should be handled well with positive and 
not negative animal-human relationships.

50 30 70 35 Sheep still handled for castration which will likely be a negative experience, but not as bad as without pain relief

12

Additional aspects not already adequately covered 
above in relation to the balance between positive 
and negative affective states for animals.

63 40 80 67 Experience of life overall should be reasonably good

Scenario 3 - No castration
  

Score sheet Name of scorer: Expert 9 Comments

1st round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper 
bound

2nd round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound 

1

Provision and access to food. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
appropriate foodstuffs for health and wellbeing.

70 60 90 69 Extensively reared sheep will generally have access to good quality pasture, and on good pasture. Without castration, it will take away 
the pain, but managing animals according to sex may restrict them in some cases

2

Provision and access to water. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
water for health and wellbeing.

70 50 95 69 Water should be freely accessable, but sometimes of subpotimal quality and in troughs

3 Animals should have comfort when resting.
65 50 90 65 Most extensive and housed sheep have soft lying areas, but it may be muddy outdoors and dirty indoors on occasion.  No pain or 

discomfort experienced while lying for male lambs when not castrated

4
Animals should have thermal comfort being neither 
too hot nor too cold.

65 30 80 67 Fleece a good insulator but may experience very cold and very hot conditions

5 Animals should have sufficient space to move freely. 68 30 90 70 Extensive sheep have access to large areas for movement. Indoor sheep less so - but for short periods. Castration may mean that the 
sexes are managed separately which may mean that movement is restricted. 

6

Animals should be free from injuries and disorders 
(e.g. skin conditions, lameness, bone fractures etc.).

55 30 80 53 No castrations means that the males lambs will not experience this painful procedure. Other conditions are common in sheep

7

Animals should be free from disease, including 
metabolic conditions, with high standards of health 
care and hygiene.

60 40 60 55 No castration means no injury but health care in sheep not always very comprehensive

8

Animals should not suffer pain - for example as a 
result of poor management, handling, surgical or 
other procedures, slaughter etc.

58 30 65 45 No castration removes a major source of pain, but handling, shearing, slaughter may all involve pain

9

Animals should be able to express normal, non-
harmful social behaviours (such as grooming and 
social bonding).

63 50 70 64 No castration means that the lambs may be managed in single sex flocks reducing space and ability to interact completely freely. May 
be more male to male aggression

10
Animals should be able to express other normal 
behaviours (e.g. foraging, exploring).

63 50 70 67 No castration means that the lambs may be managed in single sex flocks reducing space and ability to interact completely freely

11
Animals should be handled well with positive and 
not negative animal-human relationships.

50 30 70 35 The removal of castration means that one major negative association with humans and the associated handling is removed. But many 
remain (shearing, crutching, slaughter)

12

Additional aspects not already adequately covered 
above in relation to the balance between positive 
and negative affective states for animals.

65 40 80 65 Experience of life overall should be reasonably good
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